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A study by the Congressional Budget Office
itself found a ‘‘striking correlation between
economic malaise on the one hand, and do-
mestic unrest on the other.’’

For impoverished countries that are serious
about raising standards of living, there can be
no substitute for good governance and sound
economic policies. But even the best trade
and investment-led strategies will fail if they
leave the poor behind. And, as President
Carter points out, agriculture is the economic
backbone of most of the world’s poorest coun-
tries, and the primary source of livelihoods for
the poor, rural majority.

The United States took a significant step in
the right direction last year by passing and en-
acting into law the ‘‘Africa Seeds of Hope
Act,’’ (H.R. 4283, now Public Law: 105–385).
This measure was designed to better focus
existing programs of assistance to Africa on
the needs of rural producers who represent a
majority of Africans, yet have the lowest in-
comes and suffer from the worst food short-
ages in the world. By focusing resources on
farmers, the measure works to ensure the
long-term political stability and economic
growth of the world’s most famine-prone re-
gion. Congress should closely follow its imple-
mentation, but next steps must include pay-
ment of arrears to the United Nations, pas-
sage of debt relief legislation, and a reversal
in the decline of our foreign aid budget. These
are our cheapest and surest lines of defense
against costly and destabilizing wars and crip-
pling constraints to our own economic growth
and expansion.

[From the Paris International Herald
Tribune, June 17, 1999]

FIRST STEP TOWARD PEACE IS ERADICATING
HUNGER

(By Jimmy Carter)
WASHINGTON—When the Cold War ended 10

years ago, we expected an era of peace. What
we got instead was a decade of war.

The conflict in Kosovo is only the latest to
embroil the international community. Con-
flicts have raged in Latin America, Europe,
Africa and Asia in the 1990s, often involving
the entire international community in cost-
ly relief operations and peacekeeping mis-
sions, frequently under hostile conditions.
These conflicts—mostly civil wars—have
been extraordinarily brutal, with most vic-
tims being children, women and the elderly.

Why has peace been so elusive? A recent
report sponsored by Future Harvest and gen-
erated by the International Peace Research
Institute in Oslo examines conflicts around
the world and finds that—unlike that in
Kosovo—most of today’s wars are fueled by
poverty, not by ideology.

The devastation occurs primarily in coun-
tries whose economies depend on agriculture
but lack the means to make their farmland
productive. These are developing countries
such as Sudan, Congo, Colombia, Liberia,
Peru, Sierra Leone and Sri Lanka—places
with poor rural areas where mainutrition
and hunger are widespread. The report found
that poorly functioning agriculture in these
countries heightens poverty, which in turn
sparks conflict.

This suggests an obvious but often over-
looked path to peace: Raise the standard of
living of the millions of rural people who live
in poverty by increasing agricultural produc-
tivity. Not only does agriculture put food on
the table, but it also provides jobs, both on
and off the farm, that raise incomes. Thriv-
ing agriculture is the engine that fuels
broader economic growth and development,
thus paving the way for prosperity and
peace.

The economies of Europe, the United
States, Canada and Japan were built on
strong agriculture. But many developing
countries have shifted their priorities away
from farming in favor of urbanization, or
they have reduced investments in agri-
culture because of budget shortages. At the
same time, industrialized countries continue
to cut their foreign aid budgets, which fund
vital scientific research and extension work
to improve farming in developing countries.

Unfortunately, much of the farming tech-
nology developed in industrialized nations
does not transfer to the climates and soils of
developing nations. It is not a priority for
agricultural giants in affluent nations to
focus on the poor regions of the world or to
share basic research advances with scientists
from poor nations.

This neglect should end. Leaders of devel-
oping nations must make food security a pri-
ority. In the name of peace, it is critical that
both developed and developing countries sup-
port cultural research and improved farming
practices, particularly in nations often hit
with drought and famine.

For example, the report finds that India,
one of the world’s largest and poorest na-
tions, has managed to escape widespread vio-
lence in large measure because the Indian
government made food security a priority.

Beginning in the 1960s, farmers in India
were given the means to increase their agri-
cultural output with technology packages
that included improved seeds, fertilizers, ir-
rigation and training. Today India no longer
experiences famines as it did in the first half
of this century. India’s food security contrib-
utes to its relative political stability.

While food is taken for granted in industri-
alized countries, many parts of the world—
sub-Saharan Africa and large parts of Asia,
for example—suffer serious food shortages.
Today, per capita food production in sub-Sa-
haran Africa is less than it was at the end of
the 1950s. The report concludes that new
wars will erupt if the underlying conditions
that cause them are not improved.

The message is clear: There can be no
peace until people have enough to eat. Hun-
gry people are not peaceful people. The Fu-
ture Harvest report is a reminder that in-
vestments in agricultural research today can
cultivate peace tomorrow.

Former President Carter is chairman of
the nonprofit Carter Center, which seeks to
advance peace and health around the world.
He contributed this comment to the Inter-
national Herald Tribune.
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OUTSTANDING YOUNG KENTUCK-
IANS FROM OHIO COUNTY HIGH
SCHOOL IN HARTFORD, KEN-
TUCKY, WIN THE ‘‘WE THE PEO-
PLE . . . THE CITIZEN AND THE
CONSTITUTION’’

HON. ED WHITFIELD
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 22, 1999

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise before
you today to recognize 15 talented and patri-
otic young scholars from my district who com-
peted in the national finals of the ‘‘We the
People . . . The Citizen and the Constitution’’
competition earlier this month.

I am pleased to recognize the class from
Ohio County High School in Hartford, Ken-
tucky who represented our Commonwealth in
this national competition including teams from
every state and the District of Columbia.

These outstanding young Kentuckians are:
Kyle Autry, Josh Benton, Hollie Bratcher, Jac-
queline Bryant, Keara Daughtery, Jarrod
Frizzell, Hillary Grant, Ashley Hale, Emily Har-
ris, Erika Hawley, Michelle Jarvis, Nakayah
Myers, Meredith Shrewsbury and Alex Taylor.
They are coached by John Stofer, a teacher at
Ohio County High School.

‘‘We the People . . . The Citizen and the
Constitution’’ is the nation’s most extensive
program dedicated to educating young people
about our Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
The three-day national competition simulates a
Congressional hearing in which students de-
fend positions on historical and contemporary
constitutional issues. This format provides stu-
dents an opportunity to demonstrate their
knowledge and understanding of constitutional
principles while providing teachers with an ex-
cellent means of assessing performance.

This year’s competition involved 1,500
schools and provided literature and course-re-
lated materials on the history and principles of
constitutional democracy in the United States
to more than 75,000 teachers and 24 million
students.

High school competition begins at the con-
gressional district level with teams from each
school vying for the district championship. Dis-
trict winners go on to compete at a statewide
hearing and state champions travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. in the spring to represent their
state in the national finals.

I am proud of this Ohio County team be-
cause this is the first time a school from my
district has represented Kentucky in the na-
tional event. In a time when public cynicism
and apathy are high, it is reassuring to know
that this program is instilling a sense of civic
duty and understanding in our future leaders.
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RECOGNIZING THE LADIES AUXIL-
IARY OF THE WEST TRENTON
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. RUSH D. HOLT
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 22, 1999
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-

ognition of the 50th anniversary of the Ladies
Auxiliary of the West Trenton Volunteer Fire
Department. Over the last half-century, the
women of this organization have made a tre-
mendous contribution to their community by
lending both financial and moral support to the
members of the Fire Department.

Founded on June 8, 1949, the Ladies Auxil-
iary focused from the very beginning on inno-
vative and creative fundraising ventures. The
first year, members assisted the firemen with
a Block Dance by volunteering as food stand
operators and Bingo judges. They also threw
a Halloween Party in the fall. By December
1949, the Auxiliary was able to present the
Fire Department with a check for $200.

In the years since, the Auxiliary’s yearly do-
nations have grown. The first $5000 check
was presented in 1972, followed by a record
$17,600 check in 1976. Fundraisers including
organized trips to dinner shows, pasta dinners,
and flea markets have continued to garner
large sums in recent years, and the annual
Dinner-Dance has become a township tradi-
tion. The funds collected over the years have
helped ensure that the West Trenton Fire De-
partment can serve the community effectively.
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